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“THE GRIDIRON 





Se re re ey ee yes 
7 7 * * * * burn, roast meat burn, 
Boil o'er yr pote, ne spits forget to turn” 


Vol. I. Dayton, September 26, 1822. No. 5. 
PuBLishED BY JOHN ANDERSON, 
CE A AON NS RCE A A AS AER Re a EONS 

We observe with pleasure that the Doctor’s Sign of 
Drugs & Medicines has again made its appearance in its 
usual place, & we are happy to think our advice [to him] 
has not been thrown away. 

The Queue has also made its appearance, though not 
quite so long and bold as formerly. Whether ithas re- 
ceived a dock, been ‘drove in’ or has had some part of the 
long hair pulled out, we are unable to say. However, we 
understand the gentleman does not intend to sport it as lu- 
dicuriously as formerly. But we expect he intends com- 
mencing ballad singing, as he has just received a large 
supply of songs from Piqua, which he has been already 
rehearsing through the town and country. 














COMMUNICATIONS, 
MR. Karrrrvn: 

Dere isa man what has a short dail on de pack of his 
neck, he cooms on my hous a guple oder dree dimes efry 
veek ant sez how toctor Pludshit is de pest Gonkresman 
as effer t’'dn’t ko do Gonkres vit areddy.—He ses i I 
Wote for de toctor do ko do Gonkres, de toctor vill put 
‘own de daxes ant nopotty put de fetherlisses ant dories 
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shall bay any daxes any more and he vil vorrick for not. 
ing ant fint himselfimAnt pesites he ses de toctor vill 
make de pig roat coom rite bast my toor. Now m 
proder Hons vas on my house last Venstay, unt he ses de 
toctor bromised him de same ding. —Vata grooked roat 
he must pe vat comes bast-efry bodys house!—He set de 
toctor vas a Bubbligan, and not a Fetherilis noder Tim. 
mecrat, and how he lofed his guntry so petter as any po- 
dy else lofes it.—Ant den he ses de toctor can cure de itch, 
de krumbles in de pelly, de Bole evil, de potts, de kitney 
vorm, de tog tistemper, ant de hen kolic, ant says when 
any of de konkresmens kits sick, he can kif em someting 
vat he mate emself, so he vil nefer make no more long 
sbeeches. So I dake dis dime to ax you to but his name 
in your baper 

“‘ Toctor Pludshit do ko do Gonkres.” 
Ant I vill pe your frient and pring you a loat of voot to 
geep your Kritiurn a koin. 


STOPHEL YOST. 


JURORS VANTED. | 
Notice is hereby given that the court of Common Pleas 
for the county of Montgomery is now in session, and find 
great difliculties in getting a jury—itis therefore hoped 
none will be backward in coming forward and placing 
themselves in a conspicuous place, that the sherifi may 
knab them. The old sett who have fora long time 
hung around the sheriff, will be punctual in attendance. 
it is very agreeable business to decide controversies be- 
tween neighbors, and getting fifty cents per cause will 
make it worthy the attention of the industrious and enter: 
prizing loungers. Those who do notattend as usual, will 
find their names in the next number of the Gridiron. 


JUSTICE. 


MR. Gruipirown: 


1 would enquire through the medium of your paper, 
whether Doct, William Blodget who is announced as @ 
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candidate for Congress, is the same man that was a direct- 
or of the Perryopolis Bank,.and run away from Pennsyl- 
yania and came to Dayton, and accuseda poor negro of 
stealing his pocket book in order to have an excuse to 
burrow money of his. son in-law,—also kept a poor 
stranger sick for 12 or 14 days and then sued him for 20 
odd dollars, and suffered himself to be nonsuited, and then 
sued him ayain for about double the sum; and who requi- 
red security before he would set a poor man’s shoulder, 
and who was elected by stealth toa seat in the Senate, 
and there got drunk and fell down stairs. Ifthis is the 
man whom his friends are blowing up to t he skies for in- 
tegrity, 1 think they are one of three things to wit; very ig- 
norant, abominable fools, or great liars. If you please 
let us have allabout it. I think there must be two men 
of the same name, if not, “the Lord have mercy on” a man 


ofsuch integrity. SLOW & EASY. 
CHRONICLES CHAPT. IIL 

Ist. And when George had mixed with the multitude 
until it was night, he toox from his sack the writing of 
Gideon the scribe, and read aloud to the people, and none 
said amen, but there was rather a tumult. 

2d. And when he had tidings of this and that he was 
scoffed at, he was troubled at heart, and cried with a loud 
voice, Oh! wretched man that [ am, who shall deliver 
me from the body of this sin. 

3d. When he had made anend of reading the book of 
Gideon, he saddled his ass and journeyed home in the night 
time, for fear had come upon him. 

Ath. Now it came to pass that when he had alighted 
from his ass, he was told that Gideon the scribe lay sick 
of a fever, and George was sorely grieved, for Gideon was 
a man after his own heart. 

5th. George and his brethren, John and William, and 
William the Sandel maker, (the weaker disciple) gath- 
ered to the couch of Gideon and bid him be of good 
cheer, for his master would heal him. 
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6th. And Gideon took comfort of his brethren, ang 
waxed strong, for ke was not sick unto death. 

7th. Now Gideon was a man wicked at heart, and a 
gainsayer of that which is just in the sight of the Lord, 
for he had left the synnagogue, (by the council of Ahab 
the High Priest) and forsook the path of righteousness, 

8th. And kept not the commandment, (thou shalt not 
swear) handed us by Moses, and done many things e- 
vil in the sight of the Lord. 

9th. Now Simeon the fisherman who couldnot read the 
law of the prophets or the book of Gideon, became one of 
the disciples of William by the advice of designing men, 
but Simeon was good at heart and eschewed evil. 

10. §[And it came 4o pass that on the tenth monrth,& the 
three and twentieth day of the month, there was much 
strife between the disciples of William and the people of 
this city, and John the Halt messenger was smitten to the 
varth. 

llth. And when William found that his favorite dis- 
ciple was maimed, he was full of anger, and went about 
as a roaring lion seeking whom he might abuse. 





Bribery ! Bribery !! 
MR. GRIDIRON : 


1 wish to inform the people of the state of Ohio general- 
ly, that this same Doctor Blodzet who now offers for con- 
gress offered ten dollars, find a horse, & pay all expenses to 
a gentleman in this place, last year to electioneer for him 
to goto the Senate. Now I make no doubt that these 
very men whohave been urging you to vote for. him this 
year, are stimulated in the same way by bribery? My 
name can be had in full, of the Editor of this paper. 


A Duel was lately fought near Dublin by two Attor- 
neys. An Irishman describingit, says, one of the parties 
was slightly wounded in the hat. 
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ORIGINAL LETTER. 
From Zebulon Harrowtooth m Boston to Mr Jonathan 
Hoehandle in Vermont. 
Dear UncLE JONATHAN: 

I now take my pen in hand to write to you to inform 
you that I got here as safe as a thief in a mill, 2 days after 
I left you & the rest of my friends at Purseleytown. EF 
was crammed into the stage wagon where the passengers 
were as thick as hops, and the jouncing of the vehicle 
made me as sick as death, yet I am now, by the blessing of 
heaven, perfectly recovered, and feel as hearty asa buck. 
I have procured a new suit of clothes which set as sleek 
as a whistle, and I actually believe if my old companions 
were to see me now, as sure as agun they wouldn’t know 
me. The gentleman with whom I am living on trial is as 
souras a crab, but to make some amends for his ill nature, 
his wife is as pleasant as a basket of chips, and his daugh- 
ters are as lively and smart as a whip, though to say the 
truth, one of them is as homely as a chest of carpenters 
tools. I don’t think that I shall tarry with him, for he is 
as sharp as a needle, and isas fretful as a hedge hog if I 
eta customer go out of the shop without trading. He 
says a merchant’s clerk should have a tongue as smooth 
as oil, and be able to lie without blushing—that he should 
be as limber as a weasel and be as full of bows when a 
lady comes into the shope as a dog is of fleas. I am sure 
my back aches like the rheumatism every night, though 
for all that I sleep as sound as a roach. Svnday I went 
to hear Mr. S*****preach, who, the man I live with 
Says, is the only minister here that preaches the gospel, 
though I thought he appeared to be as proud as Lucifer, 
and as unlike our minister as chalk is to cheese. I don’t 
chink his preaching does much good in our family. Mr. 
——came home the other night from conference meeting 
as drunk as a fidler’s dog, lather’d his wife like a sack, & 
beat the girls till they were as blue as indigo. He prays 
every morning to be sure, as fervently as a saint, with a 
fae aslong as ahay-pole, though when irritated he 
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swears like a trooper, and when he tells the women how 
much his goods cost him he winks as fast as a toad under 
a currant bush. Monday was muster, bat I was.as busy 
as a bee all the morning, and had no chance to see the 
parade till it rained, and the troops were then as wet as 
drownedrats. Some of the officers were disappointed and 
locked as sour as bonnyclapper. But they all went to the 
theatre in the evening, and there they looked as bright as 
a button—I wish, dear uncle, that you could have been 
with meatthe plny. ‘Those players we had at Purseley- 
town last wimter were as shabby as singed cats, compared 
with those at the theatre. The dr-sses of the actors 
are covered with a sort of ornaments which make them 
shine like a barn door in a frosty morning, and they ho 

about the stage like a parched pea uponashingle. Mr, 
Linchpin, the teamster, is waiting for this, and I am obii- 
ged to break off as short as a goats tail. Remember me to 
Aunt Hoehandle, Cousin Houseleek and toold Mr. Bee- 
tle ring, and believe me now as ever 

Your dutiful nephew 


ZEB. HARROW TOOTH, 


ANECDOTES. 
The Pious African. 


An African many years ago before instruction was ex- 
tended to that unfortunate race, as it now is,in New Eng- 
land, undertook to preach to his sable brethern, on faith 
and works. After harangueing a long time, he conclu- 
ded as follows: 

“My dear broders—Faith widout de work, be jeeslikee 
beefe ’take widout he gravee.—If we nohab work wid 
de fait, we mus’ all be chuck down to de bottomless 
pit, an dare roas’ and broil to all ’ternity—Which may 
be de happy potion ob uss all. 








A celebrated Lawyer in the state of New York, riding 
through a country town, stopped at acottage to ell: 
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quire his way; the old woman of the house told him he 
must keep on straight for some distance, and then turn to 
the right; but said that she herself was going to pass the 
road he must take, and thatif he would wait a few mo- 
ments, till’ she could get her horse ready,she would: show 
him the way. ‘Well said he bad company is better than 
none—make haste.” After jogging on 5 or 6 miles, the 
gentleman asked if they had not yet come tothe road that 
he must take;— Qh yes (said she) we passed it three or 
four miles back, but I thought.dad company better than 
none, S01 kept you along with me.. 





Advertisement, copred from an Irish Paper. 
“WHEREAS, Jo/n Hall, has fraudulently taken away 


several articles of my wearing apparel, without my know]l- 
edge, this is, therefore, to inform him, that if he does not 
forthwith return the same, his name shall be made pub- 
lic.” 


Gin Pies—A baker was last week fined 15/. on being. convicted of 
conveying spirits into W hitecross street prison. The turnkey felt a 
curiosity to taste an apparently large pie, which the baker assured 
him was a gooseberry one; and op ®reaking the crust his knife came 
in contact with a Un case, fitting. ti@\lish, under the crust, and con- 
taining about two gallons of strong gin. The baker’s pies had long 
been held in much estimation by the prisoners. 


Notwithstanding the hot weather, the boys and girls—widows and 
widowers—bachelors and maids, abroad, are marrying like the mis- 
chief. 


CONUNDRUMS. 

Why is a man, who is upstairs, whipping his wife, like 
a gentleman? 

Because he is above doing a mean action, 

Pray tell me ladies, if you can, . 

Who is that highly favored man, 

Who, tho’ he’s married many a wife, 

May still live single all his life? 
A Clergyman. 
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Comic Song. 
WHEN I wasa younker, I was apprentic’d 
Unto a gay barber, so dapper and airy: 
I next was a carpenter, then turn’d a dentist, 


ai Then tailor, good lord! then an apothecary. 
+ 


But for this trade, or that, 

They ali come as pat as they can; 

For shaving and tooth-drawing, 

Bleeding, cabbaging, and sawing, 
Dicky Gossip is the man. 


Though tailor and dentist but awkwardly tether, 
In both the vocations I shall have savings; 

And two of my trades couple rarely together, 
For barber and carpenter both deal in shavings. 


So for this trade or that, 
They all come as pat, &c. 


But blunders will happen in callings so various, 
I faney occur to some who are prouder; 

I once gave a patient, whose health was precarious, 
A terrible dose of my bgst shaving powder. 


But no mabey for that, &c. 


EPIGRAM. 
Brother bucks, your glasses drain’ 
Come’ ’us strong, and sparkling red— 
Never fear! ’twont reach my drain_ , 
“+No—that’s true—but “twill your head.” 


An Acrostick, for the Gridiron. 


Hither came a Yankee, a student of she law, 
O n as comical a journey “as lang tam paw,” 
L.ong is his legs and short is his queue —— 
T his is the man, I now introduce to you. 


Georgee you have tickel’d me, 
And now in turn I’ll tickle thee, 











TERMS OF THE GRIDIRON, 
ONE DOLLAR per annum, payable half yearly in adyanct 
All communications to the Editor myst be post paid. 
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